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Introduction

As the holidays approach, families gather and food
is eaten...

Along with the food and the fellowship, there is
conversation..

Relatives catch each other up on their jobs, their
children, their lives..

But most conversations are of the lighter variety...

Sports, shopping, tv shows dominate most of the
conversations and the reason for that is simple..

Most families live by the rule of never discussing
politics and religion..

And why is that?

Well, those issues are so deeply personal to people
that it quickly leads to arguments and broken rela-
tionships at just the mention of their name..



Therefore, many people would never think of bring-
ing up either subject at a family gathering..

Many people even say that politics and religion
don’t mix, but the reality is that the Bible talks
about both of them in detail in many places...

God cares about how people worship Him..

And God also cares about how people are governed
in the world..

God has created both politics and religion, and HE
seeks to educate his people about both..

Well, from Ecclesiastes 4:1 - 6:9, we are going to
discuss politics and religion, but we are also going
to add in money and relationships to make it even
more controversial...

Now the reality is that people need to talk about
these subjects because God is not silent on any of
them..

In fact, we need wisdom on these things, so over the
next two weeks, we will dig into these things in the
book of Ecclesiastes..

Now, a natural question is why does Solomon ad-
dress these subjects on a book that details his search
for meaning in life?



Why move into areas such as these?

Well, maybe Solomon is still searching through
these controversial areas of life looking for meaning
there..

We all know people who try to find their meaning in
life through politics or relationships or money..

Solomon is no different, so maybe he is returning to
these subjects a second time in hopes that they will
satisfy..

However, what we are going to find in this section
from chapter 4 to chapter 6 is a small section on a
man’s relationship to God in worship, which will
really serve as the high point of this section..

However, let’s being in verses 1-3 of chapter 4 with
what we can call...



1. The Frustration of Oppression (4:1-3

1 Then I looked again at all the acts of oppression
which were being done under the sun. And behold
I saw the tears of the oppressed and that they had
no one to comfort them; and on the side of their
oppressors was power, but they had no one to com-
SJort them. 2 So I congratulated the dead who are
already dead more than the living who are still liv-
ing. 3 But better off than both of them is the one
who has never existed, who has never seen the evil
activity that is done under the sun.

A sad reality of government is that it can never be
perfectly fair..

Unfortunately, people expect fairness from their
government and politicians..

The end result is that no one is ever fully satisfied
by their rulers..

And even though Solomon was a king, he realized
that the people under him were still oppressed..

There were still people in Israel who were taken
advantage of by people over them..

And the same is true today..



You could elect the most Christian president ever
and guess what?

He could stop all oppression in this country..
And the reason is simple..

Man is fallen and his corruption leads to all sorts of
injustice and oppression in the world.

Even though people may live under a righteous
ruler, they are still able to oppress others..

And Solomon noticed his own limitations to stop it..

But this is true for every king and for every form of
government..

Though some governments do more to protect the
poor and disadvantaged, no government is able to
completely eradicate oppression..

And Solomon observed this and was frustrated by it
even to the point that he said the dead were better
off than the living...

And the unborn are better off than the born...

Now clearly this is not an encouragement to despair
of life.



But it is a reminder that life isn’t fair and try as he
might, Solomon can’t make it fair..

And that is clearly a reason for his frustration with
politics and government...

A second frustration in life is found in verses 4-8...



I1. The Frustration of Possessions (4-8)

In verse 8, Solomon leaves politics and moves to
money..

Let’s read verse 4...

4 I have seen that every labor and every skill
which is done is the result of rivalry between a
man and his neighbor. This too is [a]vanity and
striving after wind.

Solomon’s first frustration with money is found in
verse 4..

To him, it seems that people work out of jealously
of their neighbor..

People work, not because God commands it, but
because their hearts are envious of others..

And work provides the wealth needed to satisfy
their need to have more than their neighbor..

Yet the reality is that their neighbor is working just
as hard to stay ahead of them...

And this rat race is a never ending cycle to have the
most possessions...



To which Solomon comments, “man that rivalry
with my neighbor is useless.”

Now, this is not to say that work is bad..

We know its not..

In fact, let’s read verse 5-6..

5 The fool folds his hands and consumes his own
flesh. 6 One hand full of rest is better than two

fists full of labor and striving after wind.

Verse 5 is clear, - lazy people end up with nothing
to eat...

The person who folds his hands is a picture of
someone not working...

And there are people like that in the world..

Some even say that they left the workforce because
they were tired of chasing the Joneses..

It is now popular among a whole generation of
young people not to work since work ruins their re-
lationships and requires so much time..

But God would say through Solomon that this men-
tality is an overreaction to verse 4...



Just because people work out of jealously of others
doesn’t mean that work is bad, it means that people
are wrongly motivated..

Work is not problem.

The greedy and jealous human heart is the problem.

So don’t quit work or else you may have nothing to
eat but your own flesh..

Therefore, you must keep work in balance. ..
So verse 5 is one end of see saw where no one
works but verse 6 is the other end where people

work too much...

In other words, a fist full of work and fist of rest is
better than two fists full of work...

This is the balance..
Work is not evil, so work...

But too much work can be sinful, so make sure to
rest as well..

This is picture of the work week seen in the book of
Genesis..

6 days God worked. 1 day he rested.
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The same is true of man.
Work is good but keep it balanced.
Don’t be lazy or you may starve.

But don’t work yourself to death due to your envy
of man.

Instead work and rest for the glory of God.

However, Solomon is not done about the danger of
possessions...

Though we may expect another warning to get to
work, Solomon end this section with an illustration
of why too much work is bad..

Verse 7..

7 Then I looked again at vanity under the sun.

8 There was a certain man without a [b]dependent,
having neither a son nor a brother, yet there was
no end to all his labor. Indeed, his eyes were not
satisfied with riches and he never asked, “And for
whom am I laboring and depriving myself of plea-
sure?” This too is vanity and it is a grievous task.
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Some people are so addicted to work and wealth
and possessions that they work all the time but
eventually figure that there is no one around them to
share the joy of wealth with..

For them, Geroge Washington and Abraham Lin-
coln and Benjamin Franklin are their only family..

For them, money is their family and possessions are
their kids and wealth is their wife..

Such a sad outcome of life would be to work to ac-
quire wealth but have no one left to enjoy it with..

This is the frustration of money for Solomon...
Yes, you need to work.

Yes, wealth feed the family and buys the clothes
and supports the church..

But the love of wealth can also leave you quite
lonely...

Better to die a poor man surrounded by room full of
family than to die a rich man surrounded by room
full of possessions that can’t hug or kiss you..

Yet that is a sad reality in a fallen world for so many
people.
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Solomon now turns to the subject of relationships in
verses 9-12...

Specifically, Solomon address the subject of friend-
ships..

What prompts this discussion?
Quite possibly, the sadness of the verses that we just
read about a man who was alone due to his obses-

sion with work and wealth. ..

Let’s simply call this..
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II1. The Frustration of Isolation (9-12)

Verse 9..

9 Two are better than one because they have a
good return for their labor. 10 For if [c]either of
them falls, the one will lift up his companion. But
woe to the one who falls when there is not [d]an-
other to lift him up. 11 Furthermore, if two lie
down together they [e]keep warm, but how can one
be warm alone? 12 And if [flone can overpower
him who is alone, two can resist him. A cord of
three strands is not quickly torn apart.

In the middle of Solomon’s frustrations with the
world around him, he now touches on something of

meaning in the world...

And this is the idea of relationships that we have
with others..

When we think of the Scriptures, we see so many
examples of friendships...

Clearly, Adam and Eve and marriage is considered
the closest of friendships in the Bible and life..

Yet, there are also additional friendships in a per-
son’s life as well..

David and Jonathan...
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Ruth and Naomi..

In the NT, we see Paul and Timothy...

But then the greatest example is that of Christ him-
self and his friendships with the disciples around
him..

We need relationships in the world, and Solomon is
reminded of this when he considers a wealthy but

very lonely man..

So the Lord inspires Solomon to right about some-
thing of value in world that seems to lack value..

And verses 9-12 are the result...

So let’s take note of the value of friendships in a
world where everything seems to be vanity..

The first value of friendships is helpfulness..

WE all understand that two people working on a
task accomplish more than one persons alone...

However, that never applies to government employ-
ees..

In that case, two working together are much less
useful...
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In all seriousness, this is the picture of the church..

We accomplish more as we unite to do the work of
the church...

Verses 10 and 11 give us a second benefit of friend-
ships...

Friends run to our rescue..

In a fallen world, people also fall frequently..
So you need someone to catch you frequently...
This is the role of a friend..

He or she serves as a source of sympathy or encour-
agement...

At times, friends cry with you while other times,
that tell you to stop crying...

And then the picture of tow friends lying down to
keep warm is not to be taken as picture of intimacy..

It is simply symbolic of the mutual benefits of
friendships..
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In a society where people traveled by foot and slept
outside, the warmth of two bodies was greater than
the warmth of just one body..

The picture again is a reminder of how friendships
are mutually beneficial..

And this is a good reminder to us that we are to to
give as much as we take from a friendship..

In fact, we should encourage our friends as much as
they encourage us..

We should cry with our friends as much they cry
with us..

Worldly and selfish friends make the friendship
about their needs but godly friendships are focused
on others needs..

And then a fourth and benefit of friendships is
found in verse 12, which by the way, is one of the

more popular verses in the book of Ecclesiastes..

And the picture here is that friend serves as a pro-
tection in life..

One person is easily overpowered..

Two people can defend themselves..
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And three people are even better..

Look, I was always the smallest kid in my group of
friends but I had the biggest mouth...

I know that is hard to imagine but it is true..

And the reason my mouth ran so much is that I al-
ways had 2 or 3 bigger guys with me..

Now the reality is that none of my friends would
have probably defended me..

In fact, a couple of them watched me get punched
one night...

But the people I was talking to didn’t know that, so
I ran my mouth even louder..

I am clearly not proud of that and that definitely
isn’t the way to apply this verse, but it is an illustra-
tion of it..

There is safety in friends..

In the church, friends vouch for you character if it is
attacked..

This is the picture of verse 12..
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Friends are a line of defense even in attacks by the
evil one..

Your friends are there to encourage you to with-
stand the attacks of Satan...

To not give in to temptation..
To not fall into sin..
You need friends to call when you are tempted...

They often provide the way out of temptation that
the Bible describes in 1 Corinthians 10:13...

In a world that appeared meaningless to Solomon,
he did see the value of friends...

And the reason is simply..

The world is temporary but some relationships and
some friendships will carry on into eternity..

Therefore, they give some meaning to our lives...

One final stop to make tonight in the Ecclesiastes 4
takes us back to the world of politics...

We will call this..
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IV. The Frustration of Succession (13-16)

13 A poor yet wise lad is better than an old and
foolish king who no longer knows how to receive
[g]instruction. 14 For he has come out of prison to
become king, even though he was born poor in his
kingdom. 15 I have seen all the living under the
sun throng to the side of the second lad who [h]re-
places him. 16 There is no end to all the people, to
all who were before them, and even the ones who
will come later will not be happy with him, for this
too is vanity and striving after wind.

In these verses, Solomon makes us of what we
could call a parable..

Though Jesus is the master parable teller, Solomon
users one here to highlight the frustration of politi-
cal succession..

You see, in a fallen world, no king rules forever..
Some are killed..

Some are overthrown..

Some get sick..

Some die..

So political structures are always in flux..
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They are always changing..

People are wise to consider who is in power and
who is headed out of power..

The instability of governments make the world a
dangerous place..

Even today, a mad man can rise to power and fire
nuclear weapons if given the opportunity..

This is as true today as it was in Solomon’s day..

And it was frustrating to Solomon in a couple of
ways..

The first frustration is that older kings and rulers
often get in ruts in how they rule..

The king of verse 13 no longer knows how to re-
cover instruction..

In other words, he isn’t teachable..
He isn’t interested in learning..

And that is frustrating because the world is ever
changing..
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So Solomon says that a young wise man is better
than a fool..

Now let’s be clear ..

This is always the case..

Youth isn’t always preferable to age, but if age
means stubbornness and inflexibility, then Solomon

says that youth is preferred..

And often in the world, people rush to the younger
and fresher face...

We see this in politics, in business, in all sorts of
areas in life..

Yet, this rush to support to young man is also frus-
trating to Solomon because one day he will be re-
placed as well..

In other words, the popular young lad eventually
become the old stubborn man and the whole cycle
repeats...

And that is the frustration of succession in politics..

As soon as things start to improve, that king gets
old and stubborn and things start to decline...



Such is the frustration with politics in a world of
constant change...

And Solomon and we feel that same frustration
even today...

22
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Conclusion

So what can we conclude and apply from Ecclesi-
astes 47

#1 - You will always have the poor.
Look, Jesus said that and Solomon observed that..

Poor and oppressed people will always exist in a
world with greed and envy.

And what is our response to that?
Well, simple.
Fight the fires in your neighborhood..

If the Lord enables you to fight oppression in your
job, in your town, in your family, do it..

But realize that the fires of injustice are burning
everywhere and there aren’t enough people to put
them all out..

No Christian oppresses others and no Christian en-
joys the oppression of others...

But it is equally true that no Christian can end all
oppression..
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Oppression and injustice will occur until Christ re-
turns to rule the world..

#2 - You will always have work.
The need to work never disappears in your life.
Because hunger never disappears in your life.

There is always work to be done and we should al-
ways be working and serving the Lord..

Yet, work cannot become your God..

There is a balance in work that we must always
seek..

Work to honor the Lord by providing for your fami-
ly, but rest to honor the Lord in enjoying your fami-
ly as well..

Work to honor the Lord by keeping yourself out of
son, but rest to honor the Lord in not making work
the sin of idolatry in your life.

#3 - You will always have friendships.

It is good that God allows us to enjoy people be-
yond this world..
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It is encouraging to know that family and friends
will unite in heaven..

This is what makes godly relationships such a bless-
ing in this life..

WE know that what we put into those relationship
on earth will continue into eternity...

Some friends you will know forever, so get busy
making those type of relationships today..

#4 - You will always have political unrest.

Many folks accuse me of having no interest in poli-
tics, yet that is not the case.

I have an interest in politics because the Bible
commands me to have one..

I am to submit to political figures over me.

I am to pray for and honor the king.

Every Christian has an interest in politics...

Yet, what separates me from so many other believ-

ers in the world today is that my hope is not in poli-
tics. ..
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On the Wednesday after the November midterm
election, I will get and study and carry on as usual..

In two years on the Wednesday after the next presi-
dential election, I will get up and study and carry on

as usual...

My life does ride the wave of political turmoil in the
world..

Yes, | want righteous leaders.
Yes, [ want the freedom to preach the gospel.

Yes, [ want abortion and homosexual marriage erad-
icated..

But I also underhand the reality of politics in a fall-
en world..

Abortion may be legal today and illegal next and
then legal again in 2 years..

The same for any other issue...

This is the frustration of putting your hope in man’s
kingdom instead of the kingdom of God..

Man’s kingdoms rise and fall, and so there is always
political turmoil..



God’s kingdom endures forever because its king
endures forever..

I pray that King comes soon.

Amen..
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