Field of Dreams
(Ruth 2:4-23)
(preached 10/29/14; Pine Grove BC Wed PM)

Introduction

Stuart Holden was a minister in England in the early
1900s.

He had visited America nearly 30 times to preach at
various churches.

In March, he scheduled another trip to America.
So he purchased a ticket to leave in April and
planned to preach in Boston, Chicago, and
Philadelphia...

Before returning to Great Britain in May.

His bags were packed and he planned to leave, but
his wife got ill unexpectedly...

And he postponed that trip to take care of his wife,
hoping to go later in the year.

Well, that was 1912, and the ticket he purchased
was a first class ticket aboard the Titantic.

Which sank into the waters of the North Atlantic
shortly after leaving England.



When word reached the pastor, he took that ticket,
had it framed and hung it behind the desk in his
office....

As a reminder of the Lord’s goodness to him.

And that is a good reaction to the Lord’s kindness.

IF you go into the shed behind the parsonage, you
will find at least 2 or maybe more plastic crates...

That have been marked “Girl’s Keepsakes.”

And | must brag on my wife here, she is not a pack
rat.

Moving cross country twice will help you decide
what is important to keep or throw away...

However, we have still saved items like baby shoes
or pacifiers that remind us of when our kids were
babies.

Why do we do this?

I’m not real sure but in some ways, they are
reminders of special times in our life.

As | look at these items now, they are great
reminders of God’s sovereignty in my life.

How God has blessed me. How He has blessed our
family.



It’s not that those items are special in themselves;
they simply serve to help us remember the Lord’s
goodness to us.

And | would suggest to you that remembering
God’s sovereignty is an appropriate response.

We need to let our hearts be changed by the
goodness of God.

They need to be etched in our minds.

Stuart Holden hung an example of God’s
providence on his wall.

And we need to hang examples of God’s
sovereignty in our minds.

Let we forget his goodness and think that we are
responsible for our blessings in life.

Israel didn’t have picture frames or photo albums to
pay tribute to God’s goodness.

There were no photos on Facebook of tem walking
through the Red Sea.

There were no paintings of David slaying the
mighty Goliath.

So, what did they do?



Well, they wrote and sang songs of God’s goodness
to the nation to remember His sovereignty and care
of them.

And | think that is a proper response to the
sovereign goodness of God.

Tonight, we are going to see how Ruth responded to
God’s providence in her life.

If you haven’t been here, we are going through the
book of Ruth.

We made it through chapter 1 last week, but we
only made it through 3 verses of chapter 2 last
week.

We have been watching as God works out his plans
in the life of Ruth and Naomi.

In chapter one, Naomi, her husband and two sons
left Israel in search of food in Moab, a country to
the east.

Sadly, Naomi’s husband died.
And after her sons married Moabite women, they
also died, leaving three widows, - Naomi, Ruth and

Orpah.

Orpah decided to stay in Moab, but Naomi and Ruth
return to Israel.



And last week, we saw how Ruth went in search of
food for the family, while Naomi stayed behind.

While those are different reactions to sovereignty,
neither woman ends up starving.

And then we saw how God directed Ruth in her
search for food to the field of Boaz.

Who was actually a close family member of
Elimelech, the dead husband of Naomi.

We talked about how God is always in control of all
events.

Not only had he directed Ruth to Himself and to
Israel, he was now directing her to a man who
would also change the course of her life.

So, when we pick up the story in verse 4 of Ruth 2,
we find Ruth in this field, not by chance but by
providence.

And we are going to see how Ruth responds to the
Lord’s sovereignty.

Which brings up an important question for all of us.
How do we respond to God’s sovereignty?

IF you believe that God is in control of all things at
all times, what does that mean for you?



Does this mean that you just sit at home and let God
just do His will?

On the one hand, you have someone who says, “If it
IS meant to be, it is meant to be.”

On the other hand, you have someone who says, “If
it is meant to be, I will make it happen.”

And though there is truth in both of those
statements, | live somewhere in between.

Take for instance, the debate that rages among
Christians in the church.

And it has raged for centuries over the issue
salvation and evangelism.

Some people say that God is going to save whom he
wills, so there’s not need to evangelize.

Others say that a person’s salvation is completely
dependent upon human effort.

I live somewhere in between those ideas as well.
Though I fully believe that the Bible teaches that
God is totally in control of who does and doesn’t

come to Him....

| also need to follow his command to share the
gospel with the world.



| have no idea who God will save; I just simply
need to share the gospel as much as possible.

On one hand, God is totally in control of it all.

On the other hand, | must do all | can to share the
gospel.

That’s how sovereignty and personal responsibility
fit together.

Do all you can but know that God is always in
control.

And | think we will see that played out in the verses
before us tonight in the actions of Ruth.

| am going to offer 3 responses to God’s
sovereignty....

The first one we will find in verses 4-13...

And that is. ..



I. Being Thankful for Sovereignty (4-13)

Let’s pick up the narrative in verse 4 of Ruth
chapter 2...

*Now behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem and
said to the reapers, “May the Lord be with you.”
And they said to him, “May the Lord bless you.”

We learned last week in verse 1 of chapter 2 that
Boaz was a wealthy man.

And here we see that he had workers, but he is also
a kind man.

He offers his men a blessing from the Lord, and
they in return bless him back.

And then in verse 5, Boaz turns his attention to
Ruth.

Then Boaz said to his servant who was @in
charge of the reapers, “Whose young woman is
this?” ® The servant @in charge of the reapers
replied, “She is the young Moabite woman who
returned with Naomi from the land of Moab. " And
she said, ‘Please let me glean and gather after the
reapers among the sheaves.’ Thus she came and
has remained from the morning until now; she
has been sitting in the house for a little while.”

Boaz makes an inquiry about Ruth.
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She is obviously a new face in his fields and he asks
about her presence.

And we will find out that this is not a romantic
inquiry at this point.

He has no interest in her at this point.

He was much older than her, since we know that he
was most likely a brother or cousin to her deceased
father-in-law, Elimelech.

Boaz is simply gathering more information about
her, and then he approaches her in verse 8..

® Then Boaz said to Ruth, “DListen carefully, my
daughter. Do not go to glean in another field;
furthermore, do not go on from this one, but stay
here with my maids. ° Let your eyes be on the field
which they reap, and go after them. Indeed, | have
commanded the servants not to touch you. When
you are thirsty, go to the @water jars and drink
from what the servants draw.”

Again, we see the incredible kindness from Boaz.
He asks her to stay near his field.

He offers his protection.

Which is a great benefit to Ruth.

Remember that this was in the time of the Judges.
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At a time where everyone in Israel was doing what
was right in his own eyes.

Therefore it was a time of widespread sin.

Just being in a field as a young widow would place
Ruth is a dangerous environment.

But Boaz commands that she not be touched.

And he doesn’t stop there, he offers provision for
her at the end of verse 9...

By offering water to her while she works in the
field.

This is incredible kindness, and | think we learn a
lot here about Boaz.

This is not simply a man who says that he believes
in God.

He demonstrates that love in his actions.

In a lot of ways, believers try to accurately reflect
the God that they believe in.

Here he is showing much kindness to a stranger.
And she is not an Israelite.

She is form the other side of the tracks for sure.



But Boaz treats her as one of his own workers.
That is an accurate reflection of Boaz’s God.

The God of the Scriptures is a God of incredible
mercy and compassion.

And here is Boaz showing incredible mercy and
compassion.

When | was a teenager battling acne, | had certain
mirrors that | liked.

At an age when appearance seems to be the most
important thing in the world, having a big red bump
was horrible.

But if you had the right mirror where the light was
just right and the reflection not so good....

| could look in that mirror and not feel so bad about
my pimples.

But | hated mirrors that gave me an accurate
reflection of my complexion.

When | looked in those, | was reminded of what my
face really looked like and it was not good.

However, we as believers need to be like that
second mirror.



We need to accurately reflect our God to the world.
The God of the Scriptures is not a tight-fisted God.
He is a generous God.

We need to be generous people.

He is a forgiving God.

We need to be forgiving people.

If you are thankful for the kindness and mercy of
God, be a kind and merciful person to the world.

And be an accurate reflection of the God that you
serve.

We were talking the other morning at men’s
meeting about evangelism.

And looking for opportunities in our life to share
the gospel.

This often happens in public places like WalMArt
and restaurants.

And | just shared a personal pet peeve about
Christians who will leave tracts behind for a
waitress but leave a very stingy tip.

What does that say to the waitress?



You believe in a gracious God who would save her,
but you left an ungracious tip.

Want to know how to accurately reflect God to
someone like this?

When you get bad service, leave a big tip and a
tract.

And write on the back of the gospel tract.
You had a hard night and maybe a hard life, but so
did I. I left you a generous tip anyway because |

serve a generous God...

Who gave me eternal life even when | offered no
service to him.

That is how to accurately reflect the God we serve.
And that is what Boaz is doing here.

He is showing incredible compassion to a poor
widow.

Then in verse 10, we see the first way to respond to
God’s sovereignty....

9 Then she fell on her face, bowing to the ground
and said to him, “Why have | found favor in your
sight that you should take notice of me, since I am
a foreigner?”



Ruth is offering her humble thanks to Boaz.

She is grateful for this protection and provision
despite the fact that she is a foreigner.

And Boaz answers her in verse 11....

1 Boaz replied to her, “41I that you have done for
your mother-in-law after the death of your
husband has been fully reported to me, and how
you left your father and your mother and the land
of your birth, and came to a people that you did
not previously know.

The saying goes that integrity means doing what is
right even when no one is looking.

And | would agree with that definition.
But it is not altogether accurate.

Because there is never a moment in your life when
no one is looking.

For the eyes of the Lord see everything.

Unfortunately, we preachers often share that truth in
a threatening way.

But the truth is also that God sees all the good we
do as well.



He sees our right choices even when they are done
in secret.

He sees our faithfulness even when it escapes
everyone else’s notice.

And here is Boaz telling Ruth that he has heard
about her courage to come to the God of Israel.

This is a testimony to the fact that nothing escapes
the Lord’s notice.

Most likely, the most important decision of Ruth’s
life happened on a deserted road between Moab and
Israel.

There she was with two other widows standing
there.

On one side was all the comfort of home in Moab.
On the other side was the unknown of Israel.

And with no one looking on but her mother-in-law,
she took the courageous step to come to Israel.

There were no cheering crowds.
No one named a church pew after her.
She simply made a choice to leave behind her

former life when no one was looking except Naomi
and the Lord.



Yet, that faithfulness had reached the ears of Boaz.

It is said that bad news is halfway around the world
while good news is still getting out of bed.

But this good news had spread around Bethlehem.

And it had moved Boaz to reward Ruth’s
faithfulness by letting her reap in his fields.

What a great motivation for us to do the right thing
in every situation.

Though we may think that no one notices, your
heavenly Father notices.

And he rewards those right choices in many ways.

And | love how Boaz describes Ruth’s decision in
verse 12...

12 May the Lord reward your work, and your wages
be full from the Lord, the God of Israel, under
whose wings you have come to seek refuge.”

This is a wonderful picture of the goodness of God.
Now, we all know that God doesn’t have wings.
The Bible says that God is a spirit, but often times,

the writers of Scriptures use images like this to help
us understand great truths about God.



And the image is remarkable.

Ruth has found shelter under the wings of the God
of Israel.

Like a mother bird protecting her young, God
protects His dear children.

He shelters them while providing for them.
And Boaz describes Ruth’s journey to Israel as a
lost bird trying to find its way to a mother’s

protective wing.

If you have ever shared a bed with a young child,
where is their favorite place?

Right under your back.

That is the where that child senses the protection of
the parent.

| listen with amusement to men who talk and act
macho and desire to take on this world.

For me, | love the protection that is found in this
world right under the sheltering wings of my Lord.

That is a wonderful picture here in verse 12 of God.

And Ruth responds in verse 13....



¥ Then she said, “I have found favor in your sight,
my lord, for you have comforted me and indeed
have spoken Miindly to your maidservant, though
I am not like one of your maidservants.”

Here again, we see a proper response to God’s
sovereignty...

And that is we simply show our appreciation and
acknowledgment of it.

Ruth is thankful for Boaz’s gracious treatment of
her.

But there is another response to sovereignty that we
see in verses 14-16...

We should not only be thankful for God’s
Sovereingty...

We should also be....


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ruth+2&version=NASB#fen-NASB-7163h

1. Enjoying God’s Sovereignty (14)

Verse 14....

14 At mealtime Boaz said to her, “0Come here, that
you may eat of the bread and dip your piece of
bread in the vinegar.” So she sat beside the
reapers; and he "'served her roasted grain, and she
ate and was satisfied and had some left.

Ruth is invited to eat with the reapers.

And the important thing to see in this verse is that
she went and ate.

Sometimes, we fail to enjoy the Lord’s provision
out of a false humility.

We have all been there.

Your stomach is growling, and there is food offered
to you...

And you think the noble thing to do is to refuse the
food.

And though we must never be greedy or stingy,
never hesitate to enjoy the Lord’s provision in your
life.

If you have been blessed by the Lord, enjoy that
blessing.
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Look, we give people gifts and part of the joy of
giving gifts...

Maybe all the joy of giving gifts is to see a person’s
reaction to opening it.

To see it being used.
To see it being enjoyed.

How much more does the Lord enjoy seeing His
people enjoy his blessings in their lives.

When the sovereignty of God brings goodness your
way, enjoy that goodness.

That never means we keep those blessings to
ourselves....

But it also doesn’t mean that we can’t enjoy His
blessings as well.

Ruth went and ate until she was satisfied.

That means she enjoyed her meal and was full.
And we should take the Lord’s blessings with
gladness in our heart and return thanks to Him by

using these blessings for his Glory in our lives.

That is a proper response to the sovereignty of God.



Enjoy His blessings when sovereignty brings you to
a place of great blessing.

The final response to sovereignty is found in verses
15-23....

| originally called this Resting in sovereignty....

But I have changed that to....



I11. Working in Sovereignty (15-23)

Verse 15.....

*When she rose to glean,...

Whoa. Wait a minute Ruth.

You have hit it big.

Got a field to glean in. Got a place to get water.
Got a rich and very kind man to take care of you.
Just sit back and just let the blessings come to you.
But that is not what she does...

Right after she eats, she gets up and heads back to
the field to work.

And that is a right response to sovereignty.

Like we saw last week, Ruth sees sovereignty all
around her, but she is still faithful to do what is
required of her.

She stills rises early to work.

And stays all day.....

At the end of verse 15...



Boaz offers more protection and provision.....
Boaz commanded his servants, saying, “Let her
glean even among the sheaves, and do not insult
her. *® Also you shall purposely pull out for

her some grain from the bundles and leave it that
she may glean, and do not rebuke her.”

Here you go Ruth.

More food coming your way.

You now even to pick among the good grain and
not only can the people not touch you....

Boaz asks them to stop the insults as well.

There it is, Ruth.,

You’ve got more than enough food now.

And more than enough protection.

Just take it easy.

The blessings are rolling in.

Verse 17...

730 she gleaned in the field until evening. Then
she beat out what she had gleaned, and it was

about an ephah of barley. ** She took it up and
went into the city, and her mother-in-law saw what



she had gleaned. She also took it out

and gave MNaomi what she had left after Ushe
was satisfied.

Not only does Ruth still go to work...

She stays until evening....

She beats out her own barley...

She makes a little over half a bushel and then she
carries it back to the city.

This is a working woman even in the abundance of
God’s blessings.

She still takes her part in God’s sovereignty
seriously.

At the same time, she is both resting and working in
God’s sovereign plan for her life.

And that is also a great response to sovereignty.

And here is an example of both enjoying the Lord’s
goodness and sharing the Lord’s goodness.

Both Ruth who worked and Naomi who didn’t
enjoyed the Lord’s blessing here.

Ruth was not made stingy by God’s goodness.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ruth+2&version=NASB#fen-NASB-7168k
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ruth+2&version=NASB#fen-NASB-7168l

Rather she reflected the kindness of God to Naomi,
just like Boaz had reflected God’s goodness to her.

This is wonder and blessing of grace.

When we get what we don’t deserve, it makes us all
the more eager to give to others what they don’t
deserve.

Ruth was shown mercy in the field and now she
shows mercy to Naomi.

That is a heart that has been changed by God.

And then we see their conversation about Ruth’s
day in verses 19-22.

¥ Her mother-in-law then said to her, “Where did
you glean today and where did you work? May he
who took notice of you be blessed.” So she told her
mother-in-law with whom she had worked and
said, “The name of the man with whom | worked
today is Boaz.” *° Naomi said to her daughter-in-
law, “May he be blessed of the Lord who has not
withdrawn his kindness to the living and to the
dead.” Again Naomi said to her, “The man

is ™our relative, he is one of our Mclosest
relatives.”* Then Ruth the Moabitess said,
“Eyrthermore, he said to me, ‘You should stay
close to my servants until they have finished all my
harvest.”” * Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-in-
law, “It is good, my daughter, that you go out with
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his maids, so that others do not fall upon you in
another field.”

The provision of the Lord has lifted Naomi’s spirits.

The lady who wanted to be called Mara because of
her bitterness is now all smiles.

It is amazing what renews our hope at times.

Her daughter in law brought home just a little more
than half a bushel of barley...

And now Naomi is ready to leap tall building with a
single bound.

Her hope in the Lord is now renewed and she
encourages Ruth to go back and reap in the fields.

That is what a little barley does for her soul.

And | don’t want to make a big leap here myself...
But sometimes just a few words of encouragement
go a long way to renew someone’s hope in the
Lord.

Maybe just a few dollars...

Maybe just a little time spent listening to
someone...



Often times, it doesn’t take as much as we think to
renew a person’s hope in the Lord.

And Ruth’s generosity with a little barley went a
long way in Naomi’s life.

And then the chapter closes with a reminder that
Ruth continues to work in the Lord’s sovereignty.

Verse 23...

230 she stayed close by the maids of Boaz in order
to glean until the end of the barley harvest and the
wheat harvest. And she lived with her mother-in-
law.

She has had a day of underserved blessing where
she watched the Lord work out all the details in her
meeting her needs.

But that doesn’t make her sit and home and wait on
more blessing.

No. Though she is constantly thanking the Lord and
enjoying his blessings of providence...

She is also faithfully doing her part to see the
continued blessing of God’s providence in her life.



Conclusion
Whitmire had a small golf course.

As teenagers, it was our sole source of
entertainment.

So, we would spend every day playing golf.

We didn’t have a clubhouse, just a simple shed to
get out of the rain.

On one occasion, a thunderstorm was passing
through, and we went to the shed to wait it out.

As 5 or 6 of us sat there, the conversation turned to
the question of death.

It is strange the conversations that unbelievers have
at times because none of us were Christians.

But someone said the famous phrase, “When it is
your time to go, there’s nothing you can do about
it.”

Which is what the Scriptures teach.

God numbers our days, and there is nothing that
man can do to shorten or lengthen that time.

But my friend wasn’t trying to defend God on that
occasion; he was simply repeating what he had once
heard.



My other friends weren’t so sure.
But he kept getting louder and louder about it.

So I spoke up and said, “Well, if you believe that,
why don’t you grab your putter...

Head up the green at number 9, hold the putter in
the air while this thunderstorm passes through.”

If it ain’t your time, you’ll be fine.

After sitting there a minute, he said that he didn’t
believe it that much.

And I would say that is where many Christians live
their lives.

The say they believe that God is sovereign, but they
get anxious when their money gets tight.

They say that God is in control but they
compromise their Christian values at work so they
don’t get fired.

They know that the Lord is in control but they cheat
on their taxes cause the business cash flow is down.

Many Christians say that God is sovereign but like
my friend, they don’t believe it that much.

Let me say this.



The God of the Bible is that God does in fact have
the whole world in his hands.

And that includes your life.

That doesn’t mean that you can sit back and watch
the world pass by while he does all the work.

No, you go out an live your life in obedience to
Christ.

And you honor his word in your home and in the
world...

And whatever happens that day whether good or
bad, you lay your head down at night...

And know that you are sheltered by the mighty
wings of God’s sovereignty.



