A Penny for Jesus’ Thoughts on False Religion
(Mark 12:38-13:2)
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Introduction
The world is filled with victims of false religion..

Though we often think of the victims of Islam, or
Mormonism or Jehovah’s Witnesses or even modern
day Jews...

The world is also filled with victims of false
religion that disguises itself as Christianity..

People who grow up in churches and go to churches
that are no more Christian than the Islamic mosque
dow the road.

People who are victims because they simply don’t
know any better or have ever been taught any
different.

People who send in 1000s of dollars to men who
pose as preachers on TV, but are simply criminals
with a suit and a Bible.

Men who ask for your money and promise a
blessing but cash your check and smile all the way
to their personal jet.



I am amazed at the number of folks who call
themselves Christians who associate with men who
call themselves pastors and preachers...

But only mention Jesus’ name as a way to get into
your bank account.

It is a shame on the name of Christ that we allow
false teachers to have TV shows and book deals and
we never raise a voice of concern over their false
teaching...

Or their greedy tactics.
Listen to James 1:27 says this...

27 Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our
God and Father is this: to visit orphans and
widows in their distress, and to keep oneself
unstained [a]by the world.

True Christianity and true Christians are called to
protect the widow and the orphan, not to plunder
them of all their money.

Yet, we have a church today that is hesitant to speak
out about men who not only target widows, they

also target other desperate people...

And they prey on the poor...



Smiling on TV and saying things like...
“Do you need to get out of debt?”

Then send me $100 and I promise that God will
give you a bigger blessing.

“Do you need to be healed?”

Then send me $50 and Il send you a piece of my
shirt that is promised to bring healing in your life is
you just touch it every day.

It is ridiculous and it is downright evil.

Yet, folks who should know better watch these false
teachers take advantage of people and never offer a
word of warning to the victims.

I have heard things like...

“Well, he does mention Jesus’ name, so he must be
a man of God. Who am I to say something?”

Well, if you are a true believer, you are commanded
to say something...

And you should say something...

The Scriptures are clear...



Psalm 82:3..

Provide justice for the needy and the fatherless;
uphold the rights of the oppressed and the
destitute.

Psalm 140:2

I know that the LORD will maintain the cause of
the afflicted And justice for the poor.

Isaiah 1:17

Learn to do good; Seek justice, Reprove the
ruthless, Defend the orphan, Plead for the widow.

That is a small sampling of the verses that
command believers to be defenders of the poor, the
widow, the orphan, the weak, the down and out.

The church is called to be a voice of truth when it
sees people become victims of false religion and
false religious leaders.

Yes, we must call people out of Islam and
Mormonism and atheism, but we must also call
people out of false Christianity as well.

We must warn people that just because someone
uses Jesus’ name doesn’t mean that he or she is on
our team.



WE must warn people that there are false teachers

in this world who look the part and say nice things,
but simply have a ministry as a cover for their evil
intentions.

And why should we do this?

Isn’t is better to just live and let live?

Isn’t is better to just keep our mouths closed and let
people figure it our for themselves?

And the answer to that is absolutely not.

And the reason why we can’t stay silent about false
teachers and false religions is this...

The Lord and Savior was never silent about them.

Sometimes, we have a misguided picture of who
Jesus is.

If you have been here on Sundays, we have talked
about this before..

But many people think that Jesus was the most
humble and kind man who ever walked the earth..

And he was...



But he was so humble that he avoided speaking the
truth.

IF you are a reader of the gospels from beginning to
end, you will find a tender and compassionate Jesus
Christ.

Who was kind and patient and compassionate...

But don’t let that be the only Jesus you see in the
gospels...

Because Jesus was also a forceful defender of the
truth as well...

He rebuked hypocrisy.
He attacked greed.
He pointed out injustice.

He spoke the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth.

Sometimes, we forget that our Savior and Lord was
also the strongest defender of the truth that the
world has ever known.

And he could not stay silent when he saw lies and
deceit and arrogance and false religion...



And neither should we...

So, let’s open our Bibles to Mark 12:38, and watch
our Lord in action...

As He takes on the topic of false religion...
And let us be encouraged to follow his example of
speaking the truth and sounding the warning about

false religions and the people who lead them....

Let’s begin in verses 38-40 with....



1. The Vanity of False Religion (12:38-40)

Let’s review really briefly about the scene of the
verses that we will look at this morning...

It is Wednesday before Jesus’ crucifixion on Friday.

Jesus and the disciples have been frequent visitors
to the temple in Jerusalem since Monday of Passion
week, when Jesus rode in on a donkey.

On Tuesday, Jesus went back and turned over some
tables and ended some sinful practices...

And then on Wednesday, he returned to an angry set
of Jewish religious leaders...

The chief priests, the scribes, the elders, the
Pharisees, the Herodians, the Sadducees have all
come on to attack Jesus on Wednesday.

They are trying to doing it through a series of
questions that are designed to make Jesus look bad
in the eyes of the crowds in the temple...

The religious leaders are too cowardly to remove
Jesus out of the temple because they fear the crowds
who like to hear Jesus speak.

So, they have been trying to lay some sneaky traps
with their questioning of Jesus...



But nothing has worked.

Jesus has literally left them speechless with His
perfect answers...

If you look up at the very end of verse 34, you will
see that it got to the point where the questions
finally stopped..

The last question that Jesus was asked came from a
scribe who asked Jesus about which of God’s
commandments was the greatest of all..

After Jesus answered his question perfectly, we saw
Jesus ask the scribe a question of his own last week.

It was a final offer to this scribe and all the scribes
and really all the crowd to reconsider just exactly
who Jesus was...

He wasn’t just a good teacher and rabbi and the
physical son of David, he was David’s God and
Lord as well...

The scribes who'll have understood that. ..

They claimed to be experts of the Scriptures, but
they weren’t.



And the same is that the people trusted them to
rightly interpret God’s Word, but they couldn’t...

They were literally the blind leading the blind.
But filled with compassion for this man and the
scribes in general, Jesus gave it one last shot last

week...

“Scribes, why do you say that the Messiah is just
David’s Son?”

“Can’t you see in the Scriptures that David called
the Messiah Lord?”

“You are not right about what you teach?”
“Please reconsider and change your mind?”

“Standing before you is David’s Son and also
David’s Lord.”

Repent of your sin and error of interpretation and
trust in Me as your Messiah...

But that didn’t happen, and Jesus goes straight into
what we are going to see in verses 38-40.....

And that is a warning to the crowd to steer clear of
the scribes...
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And before we look at the details of this warning,
let me say this...

Men and women who claim to know God’s Word,
but actually teach error are some of the most
dangerous people in the world.

I think you see that here...

When Jesus sees that this scribe isn’t going to
change his view wrong interpretation of Scripture,
he begins to warn the crowd about him and all the
other scribes...

That is how dangerous people are who hold a Bible
and preach form a Bible but change the meaning to
suit their needs...

They are dangerous people.

And the world should be warned about them.

Look at how quickly Jesus’ interaction with these
scribes turned from compassion to caution.

The saying is true...

There are men and women who know enough about
the Bible to be dangerous...
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And that is exactly what they are, -armed with a
Bible and extremely dangerous.

So, let’s listen to Jesus’ warning about them...
Verse 38...

38 In His teaching He was saying: “Beware of the
scribes who like to walk around in long robes, and
like respectful greetings in the market places,

39 and chief seats in the synagogues and places of
honor at banquets, 40 who devour widows’ houses,
and for appearance’s sake offer long prayers;
these will receive greater condemnation.”

In these 3 verses, you see 6 characteristics of the
scribes. ..

But you can much of this same arrogance in false
teachers today...

Let me just look at these 6 characteristics really
quick...

1) They parade their long robes...

Ok, if you own a robe, that doesn’t make you a false
teacher...

It may make you a professional wrestler, but not
necessarily a false teacher...

12



Jesus wore a robe most likely; it was a common
dress for a rabbi or teacher...

But the difference is that the scribes loved wearing
their robes...

You ever seen a preacher who cared more about his
suit than the Scripture?

Nothing wrong with suits; I think it is an
appropriate outfit for a pastor...

But false teachers try to deceive others in to
thinking that their outside is a reflection of their
inside..

And it simply isn't true...

Nothing wrong with looking nice; but make sure
that you aren’t using your pretty suit to cover a

wretched soul...

2) They love respectful greeting in the
marketplace...

Some men and women love titles...

The scribes loved to called by their titles...
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When the Pope visited the US a few weeks ago,
instructions were sent to members of Congress who
may encounter the Pope in person...

Here is just a quick list of guidelines that I copied
off the internet...

1) Refer to the Pope as "Holy Father.” Other
appropriate ways to address the Pope in person
include "Your Holiness" and "Most Holy Father."

2) Stand and applaud as the Pope enters. The
amount of applause will vary depending on the
venue, but you should always stand in respect once
the Pope walks into the room you are in.

3) Go to one knee as the Pope approaches. If the
Pope approaches you directly, you should kneel
with your right knee bent to the floor.

4) Kiss his ring, when appropriate. If you are
Catholic and if the Pope offers you his hand, that
would be an appropriate time to plant a quick yet
respectful kiss on the Piscatory ring, also known as
the Ring of the Fisherman, traditionally worn by the
Pope.

I don’t think I even need to comment on that in
relation to this verse...
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Scribes and other false teachers love respectful
greetings in the market place..

If you ever wonder what you should call me, Bud is
fine..

Some people like to say Pastor Bud, and that is fine,
but I assure you, it is not a requirement and totally

up to you..

And this is the same reason, I don’t sit on the stage
if possible...

I am just one of y’all..

I have simply been given a gift to teach and preach,
just like some of y'all have the gift of music or
hospitality....

3) They sit in the chief seats.

Nothing wrong with any of these things that Jesus
mentions here...

A nice robe is fine, a pleasant greeting is fine, and it
is surely fine to sit up front in synagogue or in a

church service...

In fact, if I go to a service I choose the front
because I am easily distracted by others...
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But scribes and false teachers sit up front not to
learn but to be seen...

And there is a huge difference...

4) They take places of honor at banquets..

This characteristic is much the same as sitting in a
chief seat in the synagogue, but this is more related

to being honored than seen..

Scribes loved to be recognized for what they did, so
they liked place of honor at banquets...

Again, nothing is wrong with being honored; it is
simply wrong to desire to be honored and to seek to
be praised...

5) They destroy widows’ houses..

This gets more to the practice of the scribes and
false teachers than the behavior of them...

But since the scribes were the experts in the law,
they acted as the lawyers of their dayj,..

And when husbands would pass away, scribes

would be called in to help widows with their
husbands’ estates.
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And it became very common for the scribes to take
advantages of vulnerable widows for their own
personal financial gain...

Not much has changed even in our day.

And Jesus was very clear in his warning about the
scribes here. ..

Stay away form these men...

Their arrogance and their greed go hand in hand...

I can’t help but think of all the widows even today
who send in their money to these false teachers on
TV...

Ladies who are lonely and lack discernment on who
to trust and hear about all the “good” that these TV

preachers are doing in the name of “Jesus”...

And they can’t get the check in the mail fast
enough..

It should fill us with righteous anger church to see
men who do this...

They are not men of God; they are men of Greed.

Money is their Master and the poor and the widow
are often their target...
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And then the final characteristic of these scribes and
false teachers is this...

6) They offer their long prayers...
Nothing wrong with a long prayer....
Corporate prayer meeting can be a great blessing...

But the scribes only prayed to parade their
knowledge...

According to verse 40, they offered long prayers for
appearance sake...

False teachers have a reputation to maintain as these
spiritual giants, so they pray out loud for all to
hear...

The only one who doesn’t hear their prayers is God.
And they don’t really care about that because the
are not praying to Him, they are praying for others

to see them...

And marvel at their wonderful words and beautiful
language...

It is simply an attempt to keep up their charade as
these spiritual giants..
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And honestly, it is disgusting.

But when your life is centered on drawing attention
to yourself...

When your pride is what causes you to do the things
that you do...

When your ego is bigger than the God that you
claim to know and love, you will do some
outrageous things..

And Jesus is warning the crowds to keep their
distance for the scribes and really from anyone of
the religious leaders of his day...

In Matthew, this section is very long, as Jesus
proceeds to pronounce curses on the scribes and

Pharisees...

And the warning goes out today to all of you to
beware of the false leaders of our day...

Men and women who are arrogant and conceited
and self-centered are alive and well today and
leading others to hell along with them..

Avoid these people at all costs..

And warn others to do the same...
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Because they are shame to the name of Christ...

They are cancer that attach themselves to the true
church.

They are an abomination to God...

But there is another reason to warn people of false
teachers...

And we find this reason in verses 41-44, where we
see one of....
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I1. The Victims of False Religion (12:41-44)

Verse 41...

41 And He sat down opposite the treasury, and
began observing how the people were putting
[u]money into the treasury; and many rich people
were putting in large sums. 42 A poor widow came
and put in two [v]small copper coins, which
amount to a [w]cent. 43 Calling His disciples to
Him, He said to them, “Truly I say to you, this
poor widow put in more than all [x[|the
contributors to the treasury; 44 for they all put in
out of their [y[surplus, but she, out of her poverty,
put in all she owned, [z]all she had to live on.”

In the women’s court of the temple area was a place
designated for offerings to God..

It was called the temple treasury and there were 13
trumpet-shaped receptacles that hung on the wall..

People would come and give their offering to God
there.

The money was used to support the upkeep of the
temple and to pay the religious leaders that worked

there...

In verse 41, Jesus saw how rich people were putting
in large sums and it was often a time to show off...

21



We know from Jewish writings that rich people
would often blow a trumpet if they were going to
drop in a large sum so everyone would know...

And the containers were metal so that everyone
would hear how much went in....

The larger coins made the most noise and so rich
people would use them to draw attention to their

giving..

Well, on this day, Jesus noticed a widow putting in
her offering as well...

And she put in the smallest amount possible...

Two lepta, which were the smallest and thinnest
coins in circulation...

But more important than the value of the coins she
gave, Jesus tells the disciples that it was all she had.

And the end of verse 44, he tells the disciples, “she
put in all she owned.”

This was it; this was all she had to survive on until
she received more money...

95 out of 100 preachers will read this passage and
then preach a sermon on giving from it....
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“This woman gave all she had; we need to give the
same way.”

That has been the normal sermon preached on this
text, but not today...

Because I don’t believe that Jesus was teaching
about giving here at all for a number of reasons...

First, this would be an unusual time to do it...
Ever since, he walked into the temple on Tuesday
and began turning over tables and pronouncing

judgment on the religious system of the temple,..

This section of Scripture beginning way back in
Mark 11:12, has all been about judgment...

Jesus has been condemning the false religion of the
temple..

He has been condemning the false leadership of the
temple..

He has been correcting the erroneous teaching of

the the scribes, Pharisees, Herodians, chief priests
and elders..
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At this point in Jesus’ ministry, the temple has been
a place of judgment, and it seems strange that Jesus
would now leave the temple on a good note..

Look at this woman, she is giving to the temple in
the right way...

But #2, Jesus never tells the disciples to copy her
actions...

Never tells the disciples, “Ok, y'all need to give to
give like this.”

He simply says, “The rich gave out of their surplus,
but she gave all she owned.”

The third reason I don’t think this is a lesson on
giving is this...

The Bible never teaches us that giving all we own is
the model of giving...

The clear teaching of Scripture is to sow abundantly
so that you reap abundantly..

The clear teaching of Scripture is to give with a
cheerful heart.

The clear teaching of Scripture is that you can’t out
give God...
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But nowhere in the Bible are God’s people told to
give everything they own...

And if this a model of how to give, why is nothing
mentioned about the woman giving with a cheerful
heart...

That is why I propose to you that the intended point
of putting this episode here is not to teach on

giving, but to point out the victims of false religion..

This widow had nothing, but the religious leaders
had no concern for her well-being..

They only had concern for their well-being...

And they had created a false religious system that
did just what Jesus described a few verses ago..

It robbed widows.

God’s clear instructions to Israel were to be
defenders of widows, but the religion of the Jews in
Jesus day was so corrupt that they attacked widows

instead..

And this scene is meant to illustrate how low the
religious system had sank..

Jews were not longer protecting the widow, they
were plundering the widow of all she had...
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They weren’t defending the weak, and the orphan
and the widow and the poor...

They were destroying them by putting burdens on
them to give that were unreasonable...

When a woman with just two coins to her name
enters a building feeling obligated to give both of
them even when she won’t be able to eat herself...
The system is broken and corrupt...

The religious leaders should have been offering her
money out of the treasury, but instead they were
taking it...

This isn’t a lesson on how to give, this is a lesson
on the horrible consequences of greed within a false
religious system...

And there are plenty of these widows today
listening to con artists who call themselves

preachers today...

And then cleaning out their bank accounts to give to
men who promise a blessing in return...

Or they promise an answer to prayer...

Or they promise a good result at the doctor...
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But they are men of empty promises. ..
The book of Jude calls them clouds without rain..

The promise what you need but they never
deliver...

There are victims of false religion around us today,
and they need to be warned about the people who

are robbing them blind...

This poor widow was a victim of a system that was
supposed to be based upon God’s Word...

But the truth is that it was based upon the sinful
desires of the people who were in charge of it...

There is one more truth about false religions that we
need to see...

And we have to dip into the first two verses of
chapter 13 to get it....
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II1. The Violent End of False Religion (13:1-2)

Let’s look at verses 1-2 of chapter 13...

1 As He was going out of the temple, one of His
disciples *said to Him, “Teacher, behold [a]what
wonderful stones and [b]what wonderful
buildings!” 2 And Jesus said to him, “Do you see
these great buildings? Not one stone will be left
upon another which will not be torn down.”

Jesus leaves the temple on Wednesday.

He would go down a hill and cross over a small
brook at the bottom of the small Kidron Valley...

And then head up the mount of Olives...

And somewhere along that short walk, one of the
disciples looks back at the temple and admires it

beauty...

And it was a magnificent sight..

Huge columns...

The columns on the temple were so big that three

men joined together could not wrap their arms
around them...
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The entire complex was 30-40 acres...
Needless to say, it was an impressive building..

If you have ever been to Washington, DC, and
looked at the capitol building...

It is just an impressive sight...

And one of the disciples simply was admiring the
architecture as Jesus led them out of the temple on
this day...

Yet, the beauty of the outside could not the filth of
the false religion on the inside...

And Jesus gives this heart dropping prediction in
verse 2...

Not one stone will be left upon another which will
not be torn down...

40 years later in 70 AD, the Romans came into
Jerusalem, killed a million Jews, and destroyed the
temple...

The only evidence that the temple was there are the

foundation stones that weren’t actually a part of the
temple...
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Today, these stones are called the wailing wall, and
Jews go there even today and offer their prayers...

It is quite a sad site even today, but that is the
violent end of all false religions...

God will deliver his wrath upon religious system
that opposes him and His Word.

Every Islamic mosque in this world will fall...
All the Mormon temples will be destroyed...
Along with every Buddhist temple...

All these magnificent and incredibly beautiful
structures will all one day fall because that is the

final destiny of all false religion...

Every one will eventually will eventually endure a
violent ending..

And Jesus was letting the disciples know that
temple will torn down brick by brick as well..
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Conclusion

Let me leave you with these two truths before we
go...

#1 - Be warned of false religion that is practiced
under the banner of Christianity.

Not everyone who calls upon the name of Jesus is a
Christian...

And not every preacher on TV or in the pulpit
should be trusted.

#2 - Give to God biblically.

Don’t give under compulsion...

Don’t give to earn favor with God.
Don’t give to lift a burden off your back.
Give cheerfully..

Sow abundantly..

Your giving to the church should be motivated by
your love of the gospel...

Give to the church because you want to support
what the Lord is doing in this community...
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And in this world...

Give because you can’t think of a better place for
your money to go than for eternal purposes...

#3 - False religion and false religious people have
the same end.

Buildings that looked great on the outside ended up
destroyed because the inside was corrupt..

People that look good on the outside will be
destroyed forever because the inside is what is
corrupt...

You cannot remove the ugliness of sin inside you...

But the gospel can...

Jesus died to forgive our sin, to transform our life
from the inside out...

The promise of salvation is that the inside is made
new and the outside soon follows..

False religion and false religious people are
promised a violent ending...

True Christianity and born again believers have the
promise of victory...
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