An Excellent Job Given to Average Joe
(Mark 3:13-19)

(preached 10/19/14 Pine Grove BC; Sunday AM)
Introduction

At Pearl Harbor, 183 Japanese pilots launched a full
attack on Americans that sent us into war..

Shortly after, a small group of 12 scientists
developed the atomic bomb...

In 1963, 1 sharp shooter assassinated the President
of the United States...

In 2001, 19 terrorists hijacked four planes and
carried out the worst terrorists attacks on American
soil.

What do these events all have in common?

The start of WW II,...

The invention of weapons of mass destruction,...
The assassination of a world leader,....

The global threat of terror...

Are all events that have radically changed our
world.



These were all times where everything we thought
to be true about the world was questioned.

Additionally, these were all events that were carried
out by a small group of people.

183 Japanese pilots, 12 scientists, 1 sharp shooter,
and 19 terrorists.

And though we still live in the shadow of some of
these events, their effects were short lived for the
most part.

Which is what makes the passage before us today
all the more interesting.

Though we will be in the book of Mark today, I first
want you to open your Bibles to the book of Acts.

Acts 17:1...

The book of Acts is the account of the church’s
beginnings.

When we get to chapter 17, the church is still under
extreme persecution.

You think you are attacked because you are a
Christian today?



Well, you have no idea what persecution looks like.

These early church leaders were stoned, beaten,
burned all in an effort to stamp out Christianity.

To stop the spread of the gospel.
And here in Acts 17, you get a small picture of this.

17 Now when they had traveled through
Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to
Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the
Jews. 2 And according to Paul’s custom, he went to
them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them
from the Scriptures, 3 [Wexplaining and [Y/giving
evidence that the I Christ had to suffer and rise
again from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus
whom I am proclaiming to you is the 4 Christ.”

4 And some of them were persuaded and joined
Paul and Silas, ¢along with a large number of the
God-fearing Greeks and Ya number of the leading
women. > But the Jews, becoming jealous and
taking along some wicked men from the market
place, formed a mob and set the city in an uproar;
and attacking the house of Jason, they were
seeking to bring them out to the people. * When
they did not find them, they began dragging Jason
and some brethren before the city authorities,
shouting, “These men who have upset [€lthe world
have come here also; ""and Jason has welcomed
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them, and they all act contrary to the decrees of
Caesar, saying that there is another king, Jesus.”

These men who have upset the world have come
here.

Who were these Jewish leaders talking about?
They were talking about the disciples of Jesus.
Men who literally tuned the world upside down.
And are still turning the world upside down.

Do you realize that every church you see as you go
down the road is the result of the efforts of 12 men

that Jesus sent into the world?

We are gathered today and the gospel has come to
many of our ears through the work of 12 men?

Obviously, God is at the center of the spread of the
gospel.

He created, sent and protects the gospel through the
centuries..

But from the human perspective, the 12 men that we
will meet in our text today were God’s plan.



He chose to turn the world upside down through the
teaching and preaching of twelve men.

He planned that the gospel would eventually reach
Fairview SC through the faithfulness of a rag tag
group of 12 ordinary men.

This is where so many in the church have gone
wrong.

There are churches named St. Peter or St. Matthews
or St. John’s...

Or any of the other disciples names.

And you will see stained glass in the likeness of
these men.

Or you will see paintings of these men and usually
the artist will put something like a halo around their
head.

Many have elevated these men to a place of stature
in the church where they are right below Jesus
Himself.

People in churches will look at these 12 men as
more special, more holy, more important, more
intelligent, and more classy than the rest of the
church.



And you know why they do?

They don’t understand Scripture or worse yet, they
haven’t even read the Bible.

Because the Bible never elevates these men.

In fact, we will meet these men as we go through
the gospel of Mark...

And you will see that they are in fact very ordinary.
All of unqualified to hold such a positon.

All are full of faults.

All are tempted with unbelief at times.

All are disobedient.

All of them eventually desert Jesus.

None are born preachers.

Four are fishermen, possibly three more as well.
One is a tax collector.

One is a terrorist.

All, with the exception of Judas, are from Galilee.



Which means that they were all far removed from
the religious center in Jerusalem.

They were not the most learned or the most well-
spoken.

They were not skilled like the groups of people that
I mentioned earlier.

The Japanese pilots, the scientist, the sharp shooter
and the terrorists were all highly trained people in
their field...

When they turned the world upside down....

But the 12 men that Jesus called were not skilled in
anything.

Other than the fact that Peter was able to take his
foot and stick in directly in his mouth at times.

Yet, Jesus chose them for the job.

Being God, he knew their faults and their
shortcomings and their tendency to sin...

Yet, He picked them.

They didn’t volunteer.



He sought them and called them.
And this was the plan from the very beginning.
There was no second option.

Unlike football or basketball, there was no second
team group to replace them if they messed up.

God in the flesh sought out 12 ordinary, common
men to carry out the most important task the world
has ever known.

Developers of the atomic bomb worked in guarded
secrecy and many had no idea what they were
working on.

Their supervisors would simply say that they were
working on something that would change the world

forever and save countless lives...

And though lives were saved with its invention,
even these lives eventually ended.

No the greatest task in the world is the spread of the
good news to every ear on earth.

Nothing even ranks second to this job.

Because the spread of the gospel saves lives in a
way that they will never die.



The spread of the gospel has changed the world
forever.

And it is still changing the world.

People say that if we could just get the right people
elected, we could change the world.

Maybe change would come for a time if that
happened, but the only true lasting change comes
when people get saved.

You want a better world?

Tell them have to have a better heart, and the world
will change.

Do you know how bad this world would be if the
gospel had not spread like it had over the past 2000

years?

I assure we would be much worse off than we think
we are today.

The spread of the gospel keeps evil down.

That’s why it is the most important tsk in the
world...



But the truth is that it started with 12 common men
in a remote area of Israel.

Men who will meet today.

Men who are a real encouragement to my own
heart.

That is prone to mess up.
That is weak at times.

If God in all his wisdom chose to use 12 average
joes, he can surely use me.

So, let’s spend this morning meeting these men in
the book of Mark...

Mark 3:13-19...

Please find your way there and we will meet these
12 disciples this morning...

We have already met Peter, Andrew, James and
John when Jesus called them in chapter 1...

But let’s look at all the disciples this morning...

Mark 3:13....



13 And He *went up on the mountain and
*summoned those whom He Himself wanted, and
they came to Him. '* And He appointed twelve, so
that they would be with Him and that He could send
them out to preach, '° and to have authority to cast
out the demons. ' And He appointed the twelve:
Simon (to whom He gave the name Peter), '7 and
[dlJames, the son of Zebedee, and John the brother
of [¢]James (to them He gave the name Boanerges,
which means, “Sons of Thunder”); '8 and Andrew,
and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and
Thomas, and [fIJames the son of Alphaeus, and
Thaddaeus, and Simon the [8]Zealot; ' and Judas
Iscariot, who betrayed Him.

I have divided this passage into 3 sections....

We will look at THE MOUNTAIN CALL inv. 13.
THE MESSIAH’S COMMISSION in v. 14-15.
And THE MOTLEY CREW in v. 16-19.

And the question that you need to answer this
morning is this...

Can I be of service to God today?

So many people think this....
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“I really don’t know the Bible enough to serve the
Lord and His church.”

Or...

“I have such a horrible past that people may think
less of me if I started serving the Lord.”

Or...
“I really don’t have the skills to be useful to God.”
The answer to all that is this...

Obey God when he calls and where he calls and be
willing to do whatever he asks.

And if that is the case, you are just as equipped to
serve the Lord as these 12 uneducated, unskilled

and sinful men that we see here.

Let’s begin with...

I. The Mountain Call (v.13)

I3 And He *went up on the mountain and
*summoned those whom He Himself wanted,

If you have ever been to the top of a mountain, it is
an incredible experience.



The view, the sense of smallness that you get is all a
part of standing on a mountain.

In some ways, it is like standing on the shore of the
beach looking at the huge ocean.

Mountains and beaches make us feel small and
insignificant at times...

And the Lord does a lot of work on mountains.
Noah’s Ark came to rest on Mount Ararat
He delivered the 10 Commandments on Mt. Sinai.

At Mt Carmel, God used Elijah to defeat the
prophets of Baal.

Jesus taught on mountains and hillsides and he
would be crucified on Mt Calvary...

And ascend to the father from the Mount of Olives.
And though I don’t want to overemphasize
mountains, they are places of importance in the

Scriptures.

And this event is not just another normal event in
the Bible.

Jesus is calling his disciples.



These are the men who will deliver his message to
the world.

This is a very important event in the God’s timeline.
Up until this point, the good news of God’s grace to
men had been delivered through the 12 tribes of

Israel...

But now it will go forth through the words of twelve
men that Jesus is calling to this mountain in Galilee.

Though Israel is not being replaced by the church,
the nation is now experiencing the judgment of

God.

It is no longer Israel’s privilege to carry the truth of
God to the world.

And why do we see this judgment here?
Well, what did we just see two weeks ago?
The leaders of Israel are plotting to kill Him.

Though they have not fully rejected Jesus, they
have already rejected him in their hearts.

The leaders of Israel are wanting to destroy their
Messiah.



So, Jesus removes their right to share his message
with the world and gives it to these 12 men.

Israel is not being replaced, but God is calling his
men as an act of judgment because of their unbelief

at this point in time.

God’s message will no longer be given to 12 tribes
but to 12 disciples.

The lesson for you this morning.

REJECTING JESUS COMES AT A VERY HIGH
PRICE.

For Israel, it lost in the blessing of carrying the
good news to the world.

Those who reject Jesus today pay a much higher
price.

They pay with eternal punishment in hell.
So, Jesus calls these men to the mountain.
He is not up there shouting for volunteers.

He is not wondering who will come.



In verse 13, the text says that he called the men that
he wanted.

And look at how they respond at the end of v. 13...
“and they came to him.”

Again, we see immediate obedience.

If Jesus is truly calling you, you respond.

There is no thinking about it.

Or waiting until tomorrow.

Jesus calls and his true followers respond.

That is the pattern of the Scriptures.

And that is the MOUNTAIN CALLING in verse
13..

So let’s look at....

II. The Messiah’s Commission (14-15)



Verse 14 and 15...

4 And He appointed twelve, so that they would be
with Him and that He could send them out to
preach, I’ and to have authority to cast out the

demons.

These 12 ordinary men had one mission, - to preach
the gospel of Jesus Christ.

But you say hold on a minute Bud.
It says he called them for two other reasons, ...

a) So that they could be with him
b) And to cast out demons.

Don’t be distracted by that...
Both of those , fellowship with Jesus and authority
over demons were related to their one mission of

preaching.

First of all, they had to be with him to become
preachers.

They needed to listen and watch Jesus in order to
learn how to teach and preach.

This is true discipleship.



You learn from someone who has the ability to
teach you.

And the authority to cast out demons was only for a
limited time to authenticate their preaching.

Here is what [ mean...

Anyone can stand up and say anything, but the
proof they say is in the pudding.

If I tried to sell you a bait that would catch every
fish in the lake...

You would say show me.

And if I took you on the boat and we caught fish
after fish, you would be convinced.

Well this would be completely necessary in the
early days of the church.

Say for example, Peter stands up and says there is
salvation in no other name than Jesus.

And that the only way to God is through His Son.

Well, those in the crowd would say that’s just the
old fisherman from Capernaum running his mouth.



We know Peter.

What does he know about God?

He fished for a living.

But if Peter stepped down from preaching and touch
a man and a demon was cast out, people would then

take notice to what he said.

If he touched a man and heled his lame legs, people
would take notice of his words.

Without that authority, he is just another guy
spouting off at the mouth.

But with that authority, he is seen as a mouthpiece
of God.

And that is what he was.

That is what Jesus made him on the mountain along
with the other 11.

And they needed to this authority not to display
their powers, but to show the power that came in
their preaching.

The gospel has always been focused on preaching,
teaching and proclaiming it through ordinary
everyday people.



And that was the commission that Jesus gave them
on this mountain.

Hang around me so you can learn how to preach
and I will give you power to cast out evil spirits to
point to our preaching.

Jesus sent them to preach and that is what they did,
and that preaching of those first disciples eventually
made its way to your ears.

Now, we have seen THE MOUNTIAN CALL

And THE MESSIAH’S COMMISSION...

Let’s meet.....



1I1. The Motley Crew (16-19)

And no, I am not giving this group the name of a
pretty bad 80s hair band...

The term motley crew just simply means an
organization of rough characters.

Like a group of pirates, or group of cowboys or
freedom fighters.

This was just a group of men that all they had in
common was that Jesus called them.

And we will see more of that in a minute.
But let’s read verses 16-19....

16 And He appointed the twelve: Simon (to whom
He gave the name Peter), ' and 4 James, the son
of Zebedee, and John the brother of 14 James (to
them He gave the name Boanerges, which means,
“Sons of Thunder”); '8 and Andrew, and Philip,
and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and
M James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and
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Simon the (¢ Zealot; ' and Judas Iscariot, who
betrayed Him.

Now, this list is also in Matthew, Luke and Acts...
And I made a table where you can compare all the
lists and I want to make a couple observations about

this list before we look at them individually.

You will notice that in every list of the disciples that
they are listed in three groups of four.

Though the names within each group are not in the
same order always...

Peter is always the head of the first group...
Philip always leads the second group..

And James always leads the first group...
And Judas is always mentioned last.

And in every list, he is ,mentioned last with a
comment, like...

He was the one who betrayed Jesus.
Or he was a traitor.

And Peter is always first, he is always the leader...
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And really what we know about each of these men
decreases as you go down the list....

We know much about the first group of four...
Less about the second group of four...

And very little about the last group of four, with the
exception of Judas.

So, lets end by taking just a brief look at all of these
men...

First is Peter..

He was the leader, but his enthusiasm also got the
best of him at times.

If it came into Peter’s head, it came out of his
mouth.

We all know people like this, and we will see in
Peter that it is also not his best quality.

HE was the first to say that Jesus was the Christ, but
he was also the first to deny Jesus.

He was not assigned a position of prominence.



He was not the first pope as the Roman Catholic
Church claims; he was a leader because that came
natural to him.

He says some very dumb things at times, but when
he stands up to preach in the book of Acts, he

delivers of the best sermons of all time.

Next is James, the fisherman that Jesus called in
Mark 1.

And the brother of John.

James asked his mom to ask Jesus if he could sit
next to him in glory.

Seems kinda silly for an apostle to go through mom
to get to Jesus but he did.

James was the first to die for his belief in Jesus,
becoming the first martyr in the book of Acts.

John is next.

He is known as the disciple of love, because Jesus
loved him the most.

He was tender, compassionate man but he still saw
the world in black and white.



We have been reading in 1 John the past few weeks,
and John was clear on salvation.

You either saved or lost.

Of God or of the evil one.

You were either in or out with John.

And these brothers were called the Sons of Thunder.
That is an interesting name for these two brothers.

It may have stemmed from the fact that when a
Samaritan village did not receive Jesus,...

They asked if fire could come down from heaven
and consume the village.

And I think the nickname was a reminder to them of
what they didn’t need to do.

It is like called a large man, “Tiny” or a slow-
moving man “Speedy”

It is a reminder of who they shouldn’t be.
Then there’s Andrew, Peter’s brother.

Though he was the one who introduced Peter to
Jesus, he always plays second fiddle to his brother.



Them we meet Philip, the leader of the second
group of four.

Interestingly, the Bible describes Philip as one who
was looking for the Messiah.

He is the one that Jesus turns to when he wants to
feed the 5000.

I think this indicates that Philip was an
administrative type.

And when Jesus says where can we get bread...
Philip like a detailed account manager, responds, we
don’t have the money.

Then there is Bartholomew,

Also called Nathanael.

When he was told that Jesus was from Nazareth, he
replied, “Nothing good comes out of Nazareth.”

Probably what many of you said when yall found
out I went to seminary in Los Angeles...

Nothing good comes out of Hollywood....

Then we have Matthew, the tax collector we met
a few weeks ago.



He would have been despised by the Jews and
probably by members of this group at first.

But he is here, and he will be given the privilege of
writing a gospel account of Jesus life.

No other disciple was honored in that way, other
than John.

Then we meet Thomas....

The phrase Doubting Thomas goes back to him,
when seeing Jesus wasn’t enough..

He needed the proof of the nail holes to know that it
was Jesus.

In our times of doubt, which are common to all
believers, but also always short-lived, remember
that Jesus a called a man of weak faith to be a
disciple.

Then we meet James, the leader of the final
group of four.

We see that he is the son of Alphaeus, but that
doesn’t help because we don’t know Alphaeus.

We do meet his mother in Mark 15 later.



He is confused at times with James, the brother of
John and with James who wrote the book of James.

But he is neither of those men.

HE was called James the Less, with most likely a
reference to him being a small man.

That’s for all us short men in the room.
And then we meet Thaddeus.

Now you will notice that he actually has three
names.

In Luke and Acts, he is called Judas, brother of
James.

If you have the King James translation and look at
this list in Matthew, he is known as Labbeus as
well.

Though Luke called him Judas, you can figure out
why the other gospel writers didn’t refer to him as
Judas.

It is the same reason that you don’t name your
precious baby boy Judas.

And he tried to shake the name Labbeus because
that was translated “Mama’s boy.”



We can call you Judas or Mama’s boy.
Take your pick.

So he picked Thaddeus.

Then we see Simon the Zealot
Literally, he was an Israeli terrorist.

He was a member of a group of Jews who despised
Rome.

Despised them so much that they took to violence.
Obviously, that all ended when he came to Christ.
But that was his background.

Can you imagine that they first time they sat down
to eat...

That he plopped down beside Matthew and asked,
“Hey hat was your profession?”’

“Oh, I was a Roman tax collector.”

That’s like calling a member of ISIS and putting
him beside you in the same group.



But that is what Jesus did, and that is the power of
the gospel.

The ground is level at the cross.

That is why the first group of disciples had two men
who were complete opposites.

Yet worked together to accomplish the same
purpose.

Jesus knocks down all barriers between people.
The wise and the foolish

The rich and the poor

The famous and the common

The beautiful and plain

The Jew and the Gentile

The Jewish Terrorist and the Roman tax collector.
We are one in Christ.

We share the same blood.

We are equally guilt and equally forgiven.



And then the final member is Judas.

Who is always last and who will who examine more
when he betrays our Lord.

Conclusion
Let me end where I began.
Can you serve the Lord?

I think that answer is easy....



If this group of misfits can turn the world upside
down, so can you.

But [ must warn you.

Every one of these men with the exception of John
and Judas died a martyrs death.

All were eventually killed for the sake of Christ.
Following Christ means two things...

You are willing to proclaim Jesus name to the
world.

But it also means that you are willing to give up
everything, even your own life, if that what it takes
to serve him fully.

Can you serve him? Sure.

Will you serve him? Only you can answer that.

Let us pray.



